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Welcome Mindy Runnells
We are delighted to introduce the new
Complex Administrator, Mindy
Runnells. She began her new role at
the beginning of July. Mindy comes to
the Zoo with 20 years of Keeping
experience from several institutions.
For the last 17 years she was on the
Ectotherm team at Disney’s Animal
Kingdom. Mindy fell in love with the
Big Island as a teenage tourist and
then returned after college to work
with forest birds in Volcano. It has
been her goal to get back ever since!
She has been married for three years
to her Husband, Matt.
Matt is still on the mainland working at Animal Kingdom as a veterinary
technician. He brought 2 children to the marriage and Mindy brought her parrot!
Together they have a Doberman named Samson. They both think the
Pana’ewa Recreational Complex (the Zoo and Equestrian Center) is a prime
jewel of the Big Island and has so much potential! Mindy has some great plans
in mind for the Zoo and is eager to work with FOZ on making these dreams a
reality.

The Zoo has been running very
smoothly, while transitioning to new
leadership. Kyle’s workload as
zookeeper supervisor should ease as
Mindy takes on more responsibilities
that he has been covering. The whole
crew is also doing well with the
change. The Keepers celebrated
National Zookeeper Appreciation
Week in July
with Facebook profiles, treats throughout the week and cards from Mindy and
Parks and Rec Administration. Zookeeping can be a very thankless job at times
and can be a very emotionally draining profession. The Keepers appreciated
the recognition!

Mindy Runnells

Samson Ireland, a red-headed 
conure parrot.
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Zoo News
Mindy Runnells

In animal news, Akala, the mama sloth is under observation behind the scenes
for weight loss. She is doing well; Keepers are getting Akala’s weight back to
normal before returning her to the exhibit. This has been a great opportunity for
the 2 sisters, Akala’s kids, to be on exhibit together. They are bonding and
getting along very well! Keepers Pictured below: Akala, Makana and Karrie.

Our female leopard gecko was off exhibit
for observation as well. She ended up
laying 2 eggs. The sacred ibis have built
a couple of nests this season and have 4
eggs that the Keepers are watching very
carefully. Our flock is down to four birds
due to some losses over the last couple
of years, so new chicks would be an
amazing addition.

Quite a few animal birthdays have
happened over the summer and the
celebrations have been a WILD success.
Tanya and Linda had made beautiful
posters and the guests loved signing the
cards for the animals. In addition, Linda
and Elena had made special treats for all
the birthday animals which went over well
with all the animals.

Left:  Iggy the turkey vulture made 39 this 
year. Right: Max, a Catalina macaw 
turned 34. These are the oldest zoo 
members.

Left:  Salsa, a double yellow headed 
Amazon parrot turned 27. Right: 
Tzatziki and Sriracha, our Bengal 
Tigers, turned 7 this year. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to all our sweet 

animals.

Below from left to 
right:  Gandalf 
our brown lemur 
turned 30 this 
year. Glory 
turned 17 and 
Mele  turned 25 
this year.  Both 
Glory and Mele 
are retired from 
the petting zoo, 
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Left: Honey and Peanut are 9 years old. Center: Cookie, a hair sheep turned 
9  and Right: Spunky, a colobus monkey also turned 9. 

Our two-toed 
sloths, Akala 
(mom) turned 3 
and Makana, her 
first born is 2 this 
year. 

Great news! The petting zoo has
reopened with much success! The
whole community has been excited
to visit the Barn again! It’s every
Saturday from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Opening day at the Petting Zoo
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We closed two grants from the
County of Hawai`i which allowed us to
purchase new signage for the animals
in the zoo. You may have noticed
these colorful signs throughout the
zoo with information about the animal
or bird that is in the habitat and a “fun
fact” about that animal. We were also
able to arrange for the demolition of a
wire cage that housed the lemurs and
the turkey vulture before they were
moved to their present, more spacious
surroundings.

Three of our Board members started
an ambitious campaign to involve Big
Island school children in an art contest
featuring our zoo inhabitants. First,
Second and Third graders from 26
island schools will present their
original artwork at Wailoa Center in
January 2023. More information to
come in a future newsletter. Thanks
to Dolores Coulson for her idea and
for spearheading the project, to Joy
Katada for following up on many
details with the Department of
Education through emails and letters
that provided information and logistics
for collecting the island wide art, and
to Faith Elarianoff for meeting and
decision-making expertise to get the
project off the ground.

In the absence of a Zoo administrator,
FOZ assisted in the donation of a
Miniature Donkey, Mocha Latte, so
that he could have

President's Message

a good, new home as a Petting Zoo
participant. You can see him on
Saturdays from 12 noon to 1:30 pm.
He has unusual coloring for a donkey
and is a cutie!

On March 19th we hosted our 22nd
Annual Plant Sale, chaired by our
Board’s official “plant guy”, Mike
Newman, with assistance by most of
the Board. It was our most
successful ever, prompting vendors
and Board members to decide that
“annual” might well become “semi-
annual”. So, watch for our next plant
sale with more vendors on October
15, 2022. It will again be held at the
entrance to the Equestrian Center.
Some of its proceeds will be
dedicated to new signage for the
many, many species of plants within
our Zoo grounds.

Mocha Latte  - Miniature Mediterranean
Donkey

Pat Engelhard
During our recent fiscal year, which ended June 30, 2022, Friends of the
Pana`ewa Zoo’s activities continued as they had for the previous two pandemic
and major construction years, only on a much greater scale. These are our
accomplishments during that year.
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Lots of orchids have been mounted to trees since the last newsletter. They do
not look like much when they first go up, and I’m not always sure which ones
will do best where. That's why I put up many little pieces where I think that they
will grow well. It usually takes 2-3 years before the "happy" orchids put on a
show. Once established, they can go another ten years or more with just an
occasional fertilizing.

The orchids once established have an elaborate root system, disturbance to
the root system will harm the plants. Other epiphytes such as bromeliads and
ferns especially, grow much more quickly than most orchids and should never
be allowed to grow near orchids. The invading fern and bromeliad roots will
intermingle and eventually destroy the orchid's root system. The orchid may
not die immediately but will struggle while trying to send out new growths as it
languishes and ultimately dies. Orchid roots need; air, water, bird poop and to
not be scraped by palm fronds or other big leaves.

Orchid Corner
Eric Guttormsen

A terete leaved blue vanda above the
alligator pen. A multicolored cattleya
hybrid in the palm cluster near the
main pavilion and an unusual orchid
called a bulbophyllum that is blooming
this time of year in several places
around the zoo. Pieces of all these
orchids and many more have been
shared with a great group of people
that have been helping with orchids
along with me at the zoo for almost
fifteen years now.

Bulbophyllum vaginatum Cattleya

Vanda
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Our biggest accomplishment was the opening and operation of an expanded,
fantastic gift shop that is providing the bulk of our income to assist the Zoo in
its operations. Thanks, and kudos to gift shop manager Beth and her good
eye for the gifts, toys and clothing that people will enjoy. And thanks to gift
shop employees Lanakila, Imas, Jordan and Kevin for assisting Beth in making
the gift shop a fun and interesting place to visit. Anyone wanting to be part of
the great experience of working in our Zoo gift shop by putting in some
volunteer time is encouraged to inquire at the gift shop.

On August 13th, Friends of the Pana`ewa Zoo held its Annual Meeting on a
nice sunny day at the Zoo. Most of the attendees were FOZ Board members
who attend monthly meetings anyway, but we did welcome a few non-board
members and had a wonderful potluck lunch.

Newly elected board member, DeAnna Rhodes was voted in, along with
renewing board members: Barbara Thomason, Evelyn Burnett, Joy Katada.
The coming year’s officers are:

President:          Pat Engelhard 
Vice President:  Dolores Coulson 
Secretary:          Pam Mizuno  
Treasurer:          Nancy Crawford

Remember to visit the Gift Shop
Christmas is just around the corner, and it’s never too early to think about 
gifts for the holidays.  Besides all the plush animals, puzzles, and books that 
it has,  the gift shop has added zoo gift cards this year.   Stop by and get a 
couple for stocking stuffers. 

The new gift cards 
featuring both Tzatziki 
and Sriracha the 
Bengal tigers can be 
found at the gift shop.

6



https://www.hilozoo.org

September 2022                                                                                              Vol.9 Issue 3

Plant News
Mike Newman

THINK PLANTS: If the tigers are the animal mascots at the zoo, then the
Shogun Ginger would certainly qualify as the mascot for the landscaping. This
is the first time it has bloomed for us since it was planted 3 years ago. Try to
find it opposite the bottom end of the Tiger enclosure.

Shogun Ginger
Our new ginger garden (below) has
been cleared and we have started
planting a variety of ginger. By
publication date there should be at
least 10 interesting gingers to look for.
We thank the Hawaii Tropical
Bioreserve and Gardens in Onomea
for sharing some of their plants.

The new greenhouse for Friends of the
Zoo to propagate plants is almost
finished. Frame is up, floor is in,
benches are in place and the shade
cloth has been ordered. We will have a
place to store plants and propagate
plants for next year’s plant sale. It is
located behind the zoo in the nursery
area.

The new greenhouse
PLANT SALE: Keep you calendar 
open for Saturday October 15th.  The 
Friends of the Zoo are having another 
giant plant sale at the Equestrian 
Center. Look for a special notice 
coming soon with much more 
information about vendors and plants 
for sale.

7



https://www.hilozoo.org

September 2022                                                                                              Vol.9 Issue 3

Visitors from SKA Academy of Art and Design
Earlier this summer we had some visitors from the SKA (Sabah Kinder Art)
Academy of Art and Design; Ms. Leng Kar Chang, the founder and CEO and
a couple of students, Vanessa Ching and Mason Tai. The schools' mission is
to provide children from K-12 the opportunity to explore their artistic talents
and to prepare talented students for future studies at Colleges and
Universities.

Ms. Chang made several symbolic animal adoptions, both online and during
her visit to the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens. The group had such a
wonderful experience at the zoo that they decided to return the next day and
do some clean up in the parking lot to help keep the zoo parking lot looking
good. We are very grateful for their volunteer work in keeping our zoo a great
experience for all.

Mahalo nui
Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo

From left to right: Lanakala (gift shop 
associate), Ms. Leng Kar Chang, Vanessa 
Ching and Mason Tai.

Our SKA visitors hold their school banner. The 
school is a chapter member of the National Art 
Honor Society, National Junior Art Honor 
Society, Parent Teacher Student Association, 
Senior Beta and Junior Beta Club.

Mason Tai and Vanessa Ching

8



September  2021                                                                                                              Volume 8 Issue 3

Ways to help?
As a nonprofit, we rely upon the
generosity of supporters like you to
help us maintain our status as the
only zoo in the United Sates located
in a rainforest.

Donations and Symbolic Animal
Adoptions support the Friends of the
Pana’ewa Zoo mission to promote
the Zoo, educate visitors, provide for
special animal needs, enhance the
lives of the resident animals, nurture
the rainforest environment of the zoo,
and encourage compassion towards
animals.

For just $35 per adoption package,
you receive a description of the
animals, a photo, and certificate of
adoption.

Donations & Animal adoption 

Membership

Become a member of the Pana’ewa
Rainforest Zoo. Your membership
includes the FOZ newsletter and a
10% discount on all items in the zoo
gift shop. You can choose between
becoming a Friend, Donor, Support or
Lifetime Member. Names of lifetime
members will be displayed on a
plaque at the entrance to the Zoo.
To join Click here or if you wish to
send a check, you may download the
membership form.

Friends of the Pana’ewa zoo is one of
the charities participating in Amazon
Smile. When a customer chooses us,
we will receive 0.5% of their order.
Use the following link - and send it to
your friends.

Recycling
Designate FOZ as the beneficiary
when you recycle your HI-5 items at
Mr. K’s Recycle and Atlas Recycling
Centers.

Animal Adoption Donate

Visit the Gift Shop
If you are looking for a gift for the
kids, family or friends, we have
something for everyone: T-shirts,
plush animals of all kinds, even
computer mouse pads. Why not visit
the zoo and then the Gift Shop;
maybe reward yourself with some ice
cream!
giftshop@hilozoo.org (808) 959-9233 

Amazon Smile

https://www.hilozoo.org 9

Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo

Plant Sale
Saturday, October 15th

8:00 am until 2:00 pm

Location: Entrance to the
Pana’ewa Equestrian Center 

https://www.hilozoo.org/membership/
https://www.hilozoo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/membership-form-for-website-Google-Docs.pdf
https://www.hilozoo.org/animals-store/
https://www.hilozoo.org/product/donation-2/
mailto:giftshop@hilozoo.org
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Pat Engelhard – President
Dolores Coulson – Vice President
Pam Mizuno– Secretary
Nancy Crawford – Treasurer
Lea Kaneta-Ogata - Membership
Barbara Thomason – Enrichment
Mike Newman – Plants
Joy Katada – Board Member
Faith Elarionoff – Board Member
Evelyn Burnett – Board Member
Shey Kravas – Board Member
Deanna Rhodes – Board Member

Zoo Administrator
Mindy Runnells

Board of Directors
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2022 Calendar
Pana’ewa Zoo and Gift Shop  

Open everyday
10 am - 3 pm

Board Meetings
Wednesday, September 14th

Wednesday, October 12th
Wednesday, November 9th

11 am – 12 pm

Friends of the Zoo Plant Sale
At the Pana’ewa Equestrian Center

Saturday, October 15th
8 am – 2 pm

Christmas at the Zoo
Saturday, December 3rd

10 am – 11 am

https://www.hilozoo.org


