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The American Alligator – Many folks have request an article on alligators and 
in honor of Alligator Awareness Day (August 3) we are presenting this article.   

The American alligator, sometimes referred to 
colloquially as a gator or common alligator, is 
a large crocodilian reptile endemic to the 
Southeastern United States. Alligators inhabit 
freshwater wetlands, such as marshes and 
cypress swamps from Texas to southeastern 
and coastal North Carolina.  
 
Adult males measure 11 to 15 feet in length, 
and can weigh up to 1000 pounds.  Females 
are smaller, measuring 8 to 10 feet in length. 
They can live about 50 years in the wild and 
even longer in captivity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alligators have an ‘armored’ body and 
muscular tail.  Skin on the back has 
embedded bony plates called osteoderms or 
scutes.  A long snout with upward facing 
nostrils at the end lets them breathe while the 
rest of the body is underwater. They have a 
very large mouth!  
 
Alligators are apex predators - just like lions, a 
predator at the top of a food chain - with no 
natural predators. They are carnivorous and 
have strong jaws that can crack a turtle shell. 
They eat fish, snails, birds, frogs and 
mammals. Small prey is swallowed whole and 

Lilo (f) and Stitch (f), our zoo American 
alligators, can be seen sunning themselves on 
many days, but when the weather gets too hot 
you will find them in the water. They get fed 
everyday at 1:30 pm. Come and visit them. 
 
Alligators play an important role as wetland 
ecosystem engineers through the creation of 
alligator holes, which provide both wet and dry 
habitats for other organisms. Throughout the 
year, in particular during the breeding season, 
American alligators bellow to declare territory 
and locate suitable mates.  Males use 
infrasound, a low-frequency sound, to attract 
females.   
 
The alligator has been the official state reptile 
of Florida since 1987.  Our pair were ‘rescue’ 
alligators originally taken in by Colorado 
Gators Reptile Park, where they got attention 
and TLC until they were donated to our zoo. 
They arrived at our zoo on April 8, 2016. 

larger prey is shaken apart into smaller pieces.  
In our zoo they eat mostly chicken, rats and 
sometimes beef, and once in a while a rat. 
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President’s Message 

On August 17th, Friends of the Pana`ewa Zoo 
held its Annual Meeting on a nice but humid 
day at the Zoo.   Most of the attendees were 
FOZ Board members who attend monthly 
meetings anyway, but we did welcome a few 
non-board members and had a wonderful 
potluck lunch. 
  
Newly elected Board Members, Babette 
Mahon, Arla Meyer and Evelyn Burnett were 
voted in, along with renewing Board Members 
Marlene Medeiros and Barbara Thomason.  
The coming year’s officers are: Pat Engelhard, 
President, Jean Jasina, Vice President, Arla 
Meyer, Secretary,  and Joy Katada, Treasurer. 
 
We also approved a new monthly meeting day, 
the second Wednesday of each month at the 
usual time of 11 AM.  

How about adopting a Zoo animal for your 
grandchild as a Christmas present. This 
newsletter  outlines that process so be sure to 
consider that possibility (See page 7). 
  
Lastly, Dick Mortemore, our former interim zoo 
manager and fabulous local artist, has a 
unique calendar that sits nicely on your desk, 
featuring Hawaiian plants, animals and sea 
life; one card for each month.  We sell these 
calendars at the Zoo Gift Shop too. They make 
great gifts for your family away from home. 
  
See you at the Zoo. 
  
Pat Engelhard  
  
 

Jean Jasina, our new Vice President, started 
volunteering at the Honolulu Zoo in 2007. She  
worked alongside the zoo keepers in the 
mammal sections.  She  moved to Hilo in April, 
2016 and began volunteering with the 
enrichment program during the summer.  She 
is “owned” by a 23 year old African Grey parrot 
and a 35 year old box turtle that keep her busy. 
 
Arla Meyer, our new Secretary, was raised with 
animals all around her. Her dad had tumbler 
pigeons, quail, golden pheasants, and other 
birds.   This experience stayed with Arla and to 
this day she goes bird watching looking for all 
the wonderful Hawaiian birds.   Arla and her 
husband had horses for English competition, 
too.   She says that when she needs to 
recharge she has to be around animals and 
plants, so the zoo is the perfect place.   

It’s never too late or too early to shop for 
Christmas!  And our Zoo Gift Shop is an 
excellent place to start looking for this year’s 
gifts.  From a multitude of stuffed toys, most 
representing animals in our Zoo, to puzzles, 
Tee shirts and masks, there are all kinds of 
gifts to delight an animal loving child or adult.  
We also have so many small items that would 
make great stocking stuffers: pens, finger 
puppets, small animals, mood rings, bracelets; 
the list goes on.  If you shop at the Zoo gift 
shop as a FOZ member, not only are you 
supporting our projects that enhance the 
overall Zoo experience for everyone, but you 
can get a 10% discount on your purchases.  
That’s the proverbial  win-win!   

Pat Engelhard 
 President 

Joy Katada 
Treasure 

 Jean Jasina 
Vice President 

 Arla Meyer 
Secretary 

Christmas Shopping 

General Membership Meeting 



 
T 
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TIGER FUN DAY   
This year we celebrated Tiger Fun Day by giving the Tigers a birthday treat.    
The zoo keepers distribute their treats in various locations throughout their 
enclosure.  The treats consisted of bones frozen in ice, and watermelons.   Then 
they released the 4 year old birthday tigers at 9:30 am.  Both tigers came out 
wondering what was going on, for now they had a huge audience which they 
weren’t used to.  
 
Both Tzatsiki and Sriracha paused to look around but It didn’t take long before 
Sriracha picked up the bone scent and ran immediately towards her frozen bone.   
 

Tzatsiki was a bit shy at first, but 
eventually decided that getting the 
food treat was better than waiting 
to see if the people would move 
on, and he came out as well to find 
his treat.  Both tigers spent the rest 
of the day chewing on their frozen 
bones and watermelons.   
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These beautiful animals are endangered and are listed on the IUCN Red List.  They are 
threatened by poaching and by loss of habitat.  The staggering growth in the human population 
throughout tiger range countries means less space for the tiger and the depletion of its prey 
forcing it into conflict with humans.  Poaching and hunting are other massive threats for the last 
2,500 wild tigers.  

The four-year olds were happy young tigers with their treats.  Later in the afternoon they 
went for a swim,  something tigers love to do.    Their normal zoo diet is whole raw 
chickens, beef chunks with a specially formulated carnivore supplement, and rabbit 
when available, plus any peacocks or chickens that they can catch. 

TIGER FUN DAY - continued   

On the left are Sriracha and Tzatziki 
when they were very young.  They love 
being together, and have always spent 
time together these last 4 years.   As 
can be seen from the other photos 
below, they haven’t changed a bit.  
They still like to hang out together, 
although they do a lot of rough playing 
but never hurting each other.   

Tigers in the wild live for about 10-15 years while tigers in zoos usually live between 
15-20 years.  And our tigers will live a good long time: they live in a safe environment, 
away from poaching and other bad human-tiger interactions.  They have one of the most 
beautiful enclosures in captivity.   
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What’s	new	at	the	zoo	
Pam Mizuno – Zoo Director 

We are currently having hot, humid summer weather, but there are still lots of reasons to 
enjoy a trip to the zoo.  Two good reasons are to meet our newest Zoo Animal Keepers!   
  
Todd comes to us all the way from Lincoln, Nebraska and Tanya is our local hometown 
Hilo girl who enjoys working with the hoof stock.  We are so happy to have them join our 
team!  Please give them a warm welcome on your next visit to the zoo. 

	

 
We are in need of used baby blankets and towels which we use for some of the animals 
like kinkajous and marmosets.  They like to cuddle with the soft blankets and towels to 
keep themselves warm at night.  If anyone would like to donate these items, please 
leave them at the gift shop and let the staff know they are a donation for our animals.   
  
We appreciate your help!    
Mahalo 
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 Aloha Leina 

Leina has been with the zoo for almost  
5 years. She joined the zoo gift shop 
because she enjoys being around animals.  
At home she has cats, dogs donkeys, 
sheep and goats, which will be looked after 
by her sister-in-law while she is gone.   
 
She is looking forward to her new 
adventure and will be back again some day 
but for now she is planning on enjoying the 
mainland.   She says that she will miss her 
buddies at the gift shop. All the best to her 
in her new adventure.  

Leina Galves, our gift shop manager has 
left the zoo.  She is moving to Seattle to 
experience something new.  She has a 
daughter who goes to school in Seattle and 
a son who lives in Portland.   

Leina at the Zoo Gift Shop 



DELUXE	ADOPTION	PACKAGES		
available		

for			

$50/year	White	

Bengal
	Tiger	

Orange	Bengal	
Tiger	

Tow-t
oed	

Sloth	 Lemur	

Each	package	includes:	
•  Animal	Fact	Sheet	
•  Animal	Photo	
•  Adoption	Certificate	
•  Animal	sticker	
•  Stuff	animal	
•  Confirmation	of	adoption	fee	

Christmas is closer than you think!  Why not start early and order one 
of these adorable adoption packages. 

See our website for details:   https://www.hilozoo.org/adoptions.html  
Adoption packages can also be picked up at the gift shop. 
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The Friends of the Zoo have a very special project this year, it’s raising funds to build an 
aviary for their two ‘Alala they will be getting soon. 

‘Alalā Fund Raising 

Please help us raise the necessary funds to give 
these unique birds a place to live. 

Alalā are the most endangered Hawaiian bird alive today. They were recently released 
back into the wild, but are only found in a remote forest location for now.  Two ‘alalā will 
be coming to live at the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens! It is important for 
residents and visitors to learn more about our native crow.  These two birds are mature 
adults who can not be released in the wild because they don’t know how to care for 
themselves and they are past reproduction age. They will live out the rest of their lives in 
the safe environment at the zoo where everyone will have easy access to learn more 
about the  native Hawaiian crows. 
 
Their enclosure location has been identified but we need your help.   Liike most things at 
the zoo, it is donations to Friends of the Zoo that provide the funds for new enclosures.  
The cost for building the aviary is $138,000 and Friends Of The Zoo’s goal is to raise 
funds to complete this project. We still have a long way to go. 
 

You can donate either at the gift shop specifing for the alala or go to our website at 
https://www.hilozoo.org/donations.html#alala 

	
Friends	of	the	Pana'ewa	Zoo	is	a	nonprofit	501(c)(3)	organization.		

Your	donations	are	tax	deductible. 

$138,00		GOAL	

$1000	
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FOZ Board of Directors 
 

   Pat Engelhard – President 
   Jean Jasina - Vice President 
   Arla Meyer– Secretary 
   Joy Katada – Treasurer 
   Nina Bremer – Publicity 
   Dolores Coulson – Newsletter, Adoptions 
   Shirley Howard – Facebook 
   Beth Dean – Membership 
   Barbara Thomason 
   Lisa Nelms  
   Shey Kravas 
   Marlene Medeiros 
   Candace Bautista 
    
 Zoo Director 
      Pam Mizuno 
 

Your continued support helps enhance 
the animals’ lives, from treats and toys to 
medical expenses.  It also helps to make 
your experience at the zoo more 
pleasant. 
 
Whether you are renewing your 
membership or would like to join, it’s 
easy and fast. Stop by the gift shop and 
pick up a form or go to our website: 
 

https://www.hilozoo.org/ 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 
~    Calendar 2019 

 
          Book Fair 
Saturday, November 30th    
    10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Christmas at the Zoo  
   Saturday, December 7th   
      9:00 am - 11:00 am 
 
FOZ Board Meetings 

       Wednesday, September 18th 

       Wednesday, October 16th 
       Wednesday, November 20th 

 
  

Board Meetings will be held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at 11:00 am. 

Symbolic 
 Animal Adoptions 

 
The perfect gift for someone who has 
everything and loves animals, or   for 
your kids, friends, wife, husband for 
birthdays, holidays and just because 
you care.  A Symbolic Animal Adoption   
Is the perfect way to say you care. 
 
Your	donations help enhance and create 
new habitat, provide treats, toys, 
veterinary services and medication, 
procure supplies, upgrade enclosures, 
fund small exhibits, and enrich the 
animals’ experience. 
 
Check them out! Go to our website at: 
https://www.hilozoo.org/adoptions.html 
and	download	the	order	form.	
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Memberships 
New and Renewal   

NEW	


