
N EW S L E T T E R
March 2022                                                                                                                   Vol.9 Issue 1 

PANA’EWA ZOO
Spring 2022

hilozoo.org 1

Pana’ewa Zoo Rainforest
The Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens is the only zoo in the United States
located in a tropical rainforest. The average temperature in a tropical rainforest
ranges from 70° to 85° F, the environment is wet, with humidity between 77%
and 88% year-round, with annual rainfall between 80 and 400 inches. Rain can
be torrential. These are exactly the conditions at the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo
and Gardens.
The Hawaiian islands have been isolated
for about 28 million years, allowing the
evolution of an incredible diversity of
endemic species. The Hawaiian
rainforests are known for their amazing
variety of flowers, fungi, snails and birds.
In the lush, moist forests trees are draped
with a spectacular collection of vines,
orchids, ferns and mosses.

Examples of this forest are through the
Zoo grounds. Look for these where no
landscaping has been done. Usually on
the far end of the zoo, around the ʻalalā,
tigers, and the donkeys and emus.

Green mosses of various types can be
found throughout the Pana’ewa zoo.
Some appear yellowish while others
are bright green.

Yellow fungus is a species of slime mold,
also called dog vomit. It is often seen in
the spring and summer growing on lawns.

Stinkhorn Mushroom especially
prevalent in tropical regions.

Rainforests are found from sea-level to
6000’ on the Big Island; the smaller
islands of Hawaii also have mountaintop
rainforests.
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The Hawaiian tropical rainforest is a mesic habitat, one with a well-balanced supply
of moisture. In the Hawaiian Islands we find Coastal mesic forest (sea level to 950ft),
Mixed mesic forests (2480ft to 4100ft), and Wet forests and Bogs (4100 ft to 5580 ft).
The Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens is in the Coastal mesic zone. At ~400
feet elevation, the mean annual rainfall is 154 inches, and the soil is usually moist 16
inches down into the ground. The forest has been dominated by the native pū hala,
hau, kukui and milo for the last 1000-2000 years. Noni, pia and ki, which are also
common in this zone, were introduced by the Polynesians. You will also find some
ʻōhiʻa lehua and some koa at this level. Many of these trees can be seen in the
Pana’ewa area but not necessarily inside the zoo. Look for them as you walk around
the zoo and take in its beauty.

Pupu kuahiwi is “mountain shell” in
Hawaiian. This snail is endemic to the
Hawaiian Islands and unfortunately
carries the rat lungworm parasite.

Several Hawaiian moths have
carnivorous caterpillars that look like
twigs and ambush their prey. They are
found in the Ohio and Koa trees and are
not found anywhere else in the world.
This one has caught a fruit fly.

The ʻōhiʻa lehua tree. There are several
of these trees in the zoo.

The Hawaiian thrush lives only on the
eastern and south-east side of the Big
Island. In Hawaiian he is known as
ʻōmaʻo, usually found at elevations a bit
higher than the zoo.

The ‘Io, as this hawk is known in
Hawaiian, lives only in Hawaii. It is a
symbol of royalty in Hawaiian culture.
Once threatened with extinction, it
was removed from the Endangered
Species list in January 2020.

Pū hala      Hau          Kukui        Milo
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Most of the Big Island at least heard that there was another Pana`ewa
Stampede Rodeo at the Pana`ewa Equestrian Center on President’s Day
Weekend. After a one-year hiatus forced by Covid-19, it seemed as if a large
portion of the island’s population was in attendance! And your Friends of the
Zoo Board was there in their usual capacity, helping the Hawai`i Horse Owners
Association with their duties at the gate, collecting money and tickets, inserting
Day Sheets into thousands of Rodeo Programs, helping with the check-in of
contestants, vendors, “will call” tickets and all the little chores inherent with the
Rodeo Gate. We’ve been doing it for years and are grateful for the help, in
exchange, that the Horse Owners Association provides the Zoo Board with
shuttling for parking between the Equestrian Center and the Zoo when we
have events at our Zoo. We were all amazed at the size of the crowd at that
Rodeo.

President’s Message

FOZ board members, dressed in
blue, help the HOA each year.

The Zoo has a gaggle of new
inhabitants to add to the viewing
pleasure of our public. A miniature
donkey, aptly named Mocha Latte
because of his whiter-than-usual
coloring, was recently donated. He has
already settled into his pasture area
near the mini horses. He will be a
great addition to our Petting Zoo when
the time comes. His former owner
visits him and thinks he is very happy in
his new digs. Zoo staff will also be
putting on exhibit a teal-colored iguana,
a Bearded Dragon and two Leopard
Geckos soon.

Our new Miniature Mediterranean
Donkey, Mocha Latte.

We send a big mahalo to Joan
and Mike Zeglarski for installing
shelving so the gift shop
merchandise could be safely
stacked in our storage room. They
donated all their labor and a
portion of the materials needed for
the job. I’m sure our gift shop staff
joins in saying how much we
appreciate their help. And while
we’re thanking people, a belated
thanks to Gene Villaruel, who was
lauded in the Tribune Herald last
year for his work installing
electrical lines for the ‘Alala
Enclosure.



March 2022                                                                                                                   Volume 9 Issue 1

hilozoo.org

Gene also arranged for a friend of
his to re-jig the large framed panels
that contain the artwork done many
years ago by Bill Kikuchi. If you
haven’t seen it, the small paintings
of East Hawai`i Flora and Fauna are
quite remarkable in their detail and
simplicity. They are in the main
pavilion on the wall nearest the
Petting Zoo and deserve a good
look.
And speaking of art, Charlene Lofgreen, the fabulous artist who adorned all our
buildings with portraits of our Zoo inhabitants, added to her Zoo art by giving a
much-needed face lift to our metal donation box, located near the “Exit
Vestibule”. So those who care to help us with maintaining our Gem of a Zoo can
have a bright new flowery box in which to place their donations.

Pat Engelhard – FOZ President

FRIENDS OF THE PANA’EWA ZOO 
ANNUAL PLANT SALE

When:         Saturday, March 19th
What time:  From 8 am to 2 pm
Where:        Pana’ewa Equestrian Center

Masks & Social Distancing required.

• Orchids
• Bamboo
• Vireya
• Palms
• Heliconias
• Bromeliads

• Native Plants
• Water Garden 

Plants
• Fruit Trees
• Edibles
• And A Whole Lot 

More!

*Silent Auction*
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Pana’ewa Zoo’s New Supervisor

We want to congratulate Kyle Arakaki, former Zoo Animal Keeper II, who was
recently promoted to a position of supervising all the Zoo Animal Keepers, a
position formerly held by Lorna Higashi-Tsue who recently retired.
Kyle will do a great job keeping up
with the health and feeding needs of
all our Zoo beasties, as well as other
tasks that come with the position of
second-in-command at the Zoo. He
already has a good track record of
willingness to do extraordinary things.
Wrestling alligators anyone?

Kyle used to get creative to keep
things interesting for our animals,
as some of the other keepers
also do. One of Kyle’s delicacies
of the day was Monkey Musubi!

All the best in your new 
position Kyle, from 

Friends of the Pana’ewa 
Zoo and Zoo Staff.
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These cool winter nights and short days slow down the growth of plants
around the zoo, but very soon longer and warmer days will generate new
growth and blooms. Keep your eyes open for blooms on Bromeliads,
Vireyas, Heliconias and orchids. And don’t forget to look up in the trees. Many
orchids are above eye level. We are always grateful to the volunteers and zoo
staff that keep everything looking neat and tidy but it's amazing how much
trimmings get removed and hauled away each week.

Plants at the Zoo
Mike Newman

Bromeliads Hawaii will be there.
They are a large, local, bromeliad
nursery selling plants to customers
worldwide. This is the first year that
we will have a vendor dedicated to
bromeliads and I’m sure there will be a
wide variety available. Many of those
you see around the zoo were either
purchased from or donate by
Bromeliads Hawaii.

Ku Akea Farms is a new nursery
selling a variety of plants. We can’t
wait to see what they have to offer.

And . . . we have just received
news that another local Orchid
Nursery is interested in joining us
but its too early to confirm their
attendance. I know they grow a
wide variety of unusual orchids and
I’m optimistic that they will be there.

Our Silent Auction last year was
a success, and we are hoping to
add additional items this year.
Make sure you check it out.

Our goal is to offer the unusual.

The 3 plants above will go up for auction March 19th. From left to right: My Sunshine: is an
artificial Bonsai tree that glows in the dark. It has a certificate of authenticity signed by the
artist and a retail value of $295. – Anthurium Clavigerum: This is quite a rare Anthurium. –
Philodendron Gloriosum: Not too uncommon but certainly a collectible.

I’m a plant fanatic and “must have one of everything”. This means that I will
certainly be emptying my pockets at the Friends of the Zoo Annual Plant Sale
on March 19th. As the lead organizer of the event, I can let you know that all the
vendors present last year will be selling a wide variety of plants again this year.
In addition, we have the possibility of three new vendors;



hilozoo.org 7

FRIENDS OF THE 
PANA’EWA ZOO

WE NEED 
YOUR HELP

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 

TO HELP IN OUR PETTING ZOO and 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

GET IN TOUCH TODAY TO FIND OUT 
MORE.
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If you are interested

• pick up a form at the gift shop 
• or email volunteers@hilozoo.org.

Requirements: 

1. Must be reliable and enjoy 
being around animals. 

2. Must commit to 1.5 hours on 
Saturdays (Petting zoo hours 
are 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm).

3. Must commit to 1.5 hours on 
Wednesdays (Enrichment
hours are 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm).

http://volunteers@hilozoo.org
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Remember to Renew your 
Membership now!

The successes of the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo are possible only with the 
support of our dedicated members – people like you!

Many challenges lie ahead in the coming year, and we hope that we can count 
on your continued commitment.   

Please join/renew your 
Friends of the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo membership

Today!

Your membership includes the FOZ newsletter and a 10% discount on all items 
in the zoo gift shop.   To renew your membership online CLICK HERE or if you 
wish to send a check you may download the MEMBERSHIP FORM.  NEW this 
year, you can also renew your membership at the zoo giftshop.  

Memberships will be effective
February 1, 2022, through January 31, 2023

Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo is a Non-Profit Organization: 501(c)3, Federal ID 99-0248039. 
Donations are tax deductible.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Visit the Gift Shop
If you are looking for gifts for the
kids, family or friends, we have
something for everyone.
T-shirts, plush animals of all kinds,
and much more. Why not visit the
zoo and then stop by the gift shop to
buy that gift for someone special;
maybe reward yourself with some
ice cream when you’re done!

(808) 959-9233 

https://www.hilozoo.org/membership/
https://www.hilozoo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/membership-form-for-website-Google-Docs.pdf
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Pat Engelhard – President
Jean Jasina – Vice President
Pat Engelhard – Secretary
Nancy Crawford – Treasurer
Dolores Coulson – Newsletter
Lea Kaneta-Ogata - Membership
Barbara Thomason – Enrichment
Mike Newman – Plants
Joy Katada – Board Member
Faith Elarionoff – Board Member
Marlene Medeiros – Board Member
Evelyn Burnett – Board Member
Shey Kravas – Board Member
Pam Mizuno - Board Member

Board of Directors
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2022 Calendar
Pana’ewa Zoo and Gift Shop  

Open everyday
10 am - 3 pm

Board Meetings
Wednesday, March 9th
Wednesday,  April 13th
Wednesday,  May 11th

11 am – 12 pm

Friends of the Zoo Plant Sale
At the Pana’ewa Equestrian Center

Saturday, March 19th
8 am – 2 pm


