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Finally! it’s starting to look like there is an end in sight to the construction. Although there
are several areas in the zoo still under construction, the front entrance landscaping is
almost completed and FOZ can start moving things back into their new expanded gift
shop space. When the zoo reopens, entry into the zoo will be through the gift shop.

Another “new” thing at the entrance will be the beautiful eye-catching murals that are
being created and painted by the very talented artist Charlene Lofgreen. I’m sure those
of you familiar with the zoo have already admired her amazing work. Charlene painted all
the murals on the zoo main pavilion which unfortunately were removed during
construction. She is also the artist who creates all the awesome animal benches in the
zoo.

With your support and generous donations, FOZ has hired Charlene to transform the
entry building and surrounding area into a virtual rainforest filled with flora and fauna.
Over the next few weeks, Charlene will be turning a retaining wall into an underwater
scene, support poles into trees and conduit pipes into bamboo! Here is a sneak preview
of what’s waiting for you on your next visit to our zoo!

Pam Mizuno - Zoo Director
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The entrance is now comprised
of concrete ramps and steps
with pockets of landscaping.
The “Tree of Life”, or Lignum
vitae (Guaiacum officinale) is
one of the more interesting
additions to the plant collection
at the zoo. Its common name,
tree of life or wood of life,
comes from its historic
medicinal use as a remedy for
conditions from arthritis to
coughs to syphilis. It is
native to Florida and the
Caribbean and is known for its
extremely dense and strong
wood. Some specimens are
known to live for almost 1,000
years. When in bloom, it is
very attractive and can be
covered in purple-blue flowers.
I can’t wait to see this one in
full bloom!

Spring is around the corner and our Peacocks are strutting their stuff to show off for
their hens. In a few short weeks peachicks will be running around the zoo to keep up
and stay close to the safety of their moms.
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Our Alligator Snapping Turtle, “Wilson”, has been a zoo resident since 2008. He is
definitely not new to the zoo, but I have a new photo of him which I just had to share.
I’m sure there are not many of you who have seen the inside of a snapping turtle’s
mouth! Since Wilson was clearly posing while his pond was being cleaned a few weeks
ago I was able to get this very clear interesting photo. The small, pink, worm-like
appendage close to the bottom of the jaw, that you can see inside his mouth, serves as
a lure to entice fish to enter when his mouth is open so he can get a meal!

Lots to look forward to when the zoo is once again open 
for visitors - so start planning for your Summer visit!!! 

When: Saturday, May 01, 2021
Where: Equestrian grounds
Time: 8:00 am – 2:00 pm

Don’t miss
the Pana’ewa Zoo 

Plant Sale



The Pana’ewa zoo is home to three of
these beautiful species, which are some
of our own closest relatives.

Monkeys that call the rainforest their home are referred to as rainforest monkeys. These
include howler monkeys, spider monkeys, capuchin monkeys, squirrel monkeys,
tamarins and marmosets.

Capuchin Monkey

Marmoset

The rainforest is a happy and safe home
for monkeys, and they have evolved in
several ways that help them to thrive in
their environment. Some species (howler,
spider, squirrel) have prehensile tails,
which can be used to grip or manipulate
objects. They also allow the monkey to
swing from branches, thus freeing up both
their hands and legs to snag food or fight
off a predator. Another adaptation is with
their teeth; many species have
developed strong molars that help break
down the leaves that they eat, making
them easy to swallow and digest. These
are just a couple of ways they have
evolved and adapted to their rainforest
home.

Rainforests are excellent homes for
monkeys for many reasons. There is an
abundance of food. Most monkeys are
herbivores; they eat fruits, leaves, nuts
and sometimes insects, all of which are
readily abundant year-round in the steady
climate and lush, dense trees of the
rainforests. Those same trees also serve

as protective homes for the monkeys.
Since monkeys can swing between
branches high above the ground, they’re
able to stay away from large predators on
the ground who have trouble climbing.

Spider Monkey
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After months of construction, during which trees were removed and grassy areas
disappeared or turned to mud, we are finally feeling hope as new plants are being
returned to the landscape and new grass is appearing alongside the new walkways.
During the next few months, more plants will be added, and the pre-existing landscaping
will be trimmed and cleaned ready for reopening .

One change you will see is the relocation
of the Jean Curtis Memorial Garden. The
original location on the corner opposite
the Vireya garden prevented access to
zoo utilities. The new location is at the
top of the walkway near the Emu viewing
area.

I’m a plant enthusiast. Show me the tiger
enclosure and I will see the stands of
bamboos. I look into the Pu'eo aviary and
only see the Amorphophallus Titanum
plant. However, I have a very bad memory
for the names of plants. I can tell a
bromeliad from a Heliconia and a palm
tree from an orchid but ask me the name
of a plant and my mind goes blank.

Mike Newman 

Heliconia

Jean Curtis Memorial
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COCHLIOSTEMMA ODORATISSIMUM –
I cannot find a common name for this
plant, but it looks like a bromeliad
although it is in the same family as
Wandering Jew. It’s native to South
America and grows as an epiphyte in
cloud forests A number of local plant
collectors grow them in their yards and
you sometimes see them for sale in local
garden stores. Just before construction
started, I was walking through the zoo
with Tom Mirenda, another plant
enthusiast, and he spotted two plants
covered in weeds between the Parrot
cage and large pond near the entrance. I
thought they were bromeliads, but Tom
identified them as Cochliostema
Odoratissium. The plants were not
thriving and were in the wrong location, so
we moved them to a more shaded area
across from the Tiger Pavilion. A recent
visit found the plants totally transformed
into wonderful specimens and even
displaying two new buds. Can’t wait to
see the flowers in a couple of weeks

Get ready for “More plants to look for” in
the next issue.

BRAZILIAN CLOAK BUSH.
(Megaskepasma Erythrochlamys)
This plant is a native of Venezuela
and grows as a shrub between 6 to
12 feet in height. It has a small
white flower surrounded by many
red bracts. A number of these
plants can be seen on the slope
below the Hawaiian Garden as you
walk towards the Tiger enclosure.

So, to help you and me, here are a couple of plants to
look for during your next visit:
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Pat Engelhard

Some of you may remember that the Zoo used to be at Onekahakaha Beach Park. It
was located just after you turned off Kalanianaole Street and to the left of the beach
park entrance. At that zoo, we had two lions, male and female, Tuffy and Saffron. I
learned that by talking with George Saito, who worked at both Zoos for 40 years before
retiring a few years ago. I only remember Tuffy.

Felines at the Zoo(s)

George remembers that veterinary care was a problem, with the nearest large animal 
hospital located in Waimea.  So it is remarkable that we had cubs at all.  After they were 
full grown, the males were let out to play in the enclosure on one day, and the females 
were let out the following day to avoid any more tiger cubs.  This went on for the rest of 
their lives, into the late 90s.  Lorna Higashi-Tsue, who took George Saito’s place as the 
working supervisor of the Zoo Animal Keepers, remembers that they were full grown 
when she started working at the Zoo in 1988.

After the Zoo moved to its present location in
1978, two tigers, a male and female were
acquired. Both of them were a Siberian/Bengal
mix. Their names were Tony and Kali. They
produced Kahea, a male with a very loud voice,
hence the name, and Kanani, a female who was
a beautiful little cub. They all lived into their late
teens or twenties. Some of them had hip
dysplasia, a condition that makes walking
difficult and one died of cancer. All of them are
buried near the palm trees that can be found
above the tiger enclosure on the way to the
African Aviary and the binturong and lemur
enclosures. Their granite headstones are at
ground level so you will need to go to the palm
trees to view them.
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Namaste, our well remembered first white Bengal tiger, was a gift from Dirk Arthur, a 
Las Vegas entertainer who trained and bred his own cats for his show.  Namaste was 
beloved by so many who visited Hilo.  He died in 2014 after 15 years at the zoo.  He is 
buried near the upper pond.  If you look carefully, you will find his headstone between 
the pond and the bamboo thicket that he loved.

Tzatziki and Sriracha came to us from a Wild Animal Sanctuary in Southern Oregon, 
arriving in March of 2016.  They are cousins, and they arrived when they were a few 
months old.  They have quickly won the hearts of all our zoo visitors and are anxiously 
awaiting the re-opening of the zoo so that they can enjoy people watching from their hill 
above the moat at the bottom of their enclosure.

We are all looking forward to that time!



2021 Calendar

Board Meetings
13 January  
10 February  

10 March
Pana’ewa Zoo Plant Sale

Saturday, May 1st
8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Equestrian grounds
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Pat Engelhard - President

Jean Jasina - Vice President

Arla Meyer - Secretary

Nancy Crawford - Treasurer

Dolores Coulson - Newsletter, 
Adoptions

Beth Dean - Membership

Barbara Thomason - Gift Shop

Mike Newman - Plants

Babette Mohan - Board Member

Shey Kravas - Board Member

Joy Katada - Board Member

Marlene Medeiros - Board Member

Evelyn Burnett - Board Member
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As a nonprofit, we rely upon the
generosity of supporters like you to help
us maintain our status as one of the only
zoos with no entrance fee.

Donations and Symbolic Animal Adoptions
support the Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo
mission to promote the Zoo, educate
visitors, provide for special animal needs,
enhance the lives of the resident
animals, nurture the rainforest
environment of the zoo, and encourage
compassion towards animals.

Donations & Adoptions

DonateAnimal 
Adoption

‘Alalā 
Fundraiser

Board of Directors

Membership New/Renewal
Don’t miss out!

Emeritus
Faith Elarionoff, Nina Bremer

Become a member of the Pana’ewa
Rainforest Zoo or renew your
membership. Your membership includes
the FOZ newsletter and a 10% discount
on all items in the zoo gift shop. You can
choose between becoming a Friend,
Donor, Support or Lifetime Member. All
lifetime members will have a plaque
displayed at the entrance to the Zoo and
membership paid for life. To join or renew
your membership online Click here or if
you wish to send a check, you may
download the membership form.

Zoo Director
Pam Mizuno

9

https://www.hilozoo.org/product/donation-2/
https://www.hilozoo.org/animals-store/
https://www.hilozoo.org/product/alala-fund/
https://www.hilozoo.org/membership/
https://www.hilozoo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/membership-form-for-website-Google-Docs.pdf

