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N EW S L E T T E R

PANA’EWA ZOO
Summer 2022

Summer has arrived at the Zoo!
The sun is out, and the animals at the
zoo are enjoying the morning
sunshine. The birds, like Iggy our
turkey vulture are spreading their
wings to absorb all the warmth. The
parrots are busy with their new toys
and enjoying a flower. Even the
peacocks are taking in a bit of
sunshine.
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Iggy, the turkey vulture. She is 39 years 
old and loves the morning sunshine. Salsa, a yellow-headed amazon parrot, 

who loves to sing and talk when he feels 
like it.

One of the Alala, checking out this 
hibiscus flower. 

One of the many peacocks, laying on 
his side and catching some some sun 
on her legs.  

Romeo, the 
Moluccan 
Cockatoo 
nibbling on a 
flower he was 
given. 
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The lemurs are out running around 
and even Gandalf our brown lemur has 
been seen out in the sunshine. The  
binturong appear to be awake more 
often now than during the winter 
months.  In the morning hours the 
tigers are usually frolicking in the grass 
and playing some rough-and-tumble.

Gandalf, a lemur, celebrated his 30th
birthday this month with a banana cake 
decorated with roses and grapes.

There is a lot of activity going in the zoo, 
you only need to look around.  Most 
everyone is out in the mornings; they rest 
in the shade over noon and reappear in 
the afternoon.

This is Peanut, one of our petting zoo 
goats, enjoying some nice juicy green 
grass.  

Above: Tortoises enjoying hibiscus 
flowers while the sloth is munching on a 
delicate rose.   Below: Rowdy, a hyacinth 
macaw, spreads his wings.
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President’s Message
Pat Engelhart

As most people know, non-profit organizations spend a lot of their volunteers’
time on fundraising. Friends of the Pana`ewa Zoo (FOZ) is no different but
we are fortunate that those who visit our zoo are willing to make donations to
the zoo, in large part because there is no admission charge.

I overheard a mother tell her son recently to put several dollar bills in the
donation box inside the gift shop so that we could help feed the animals. What
a great way to introduce a child to philanthropy! The boy had a good time at
the zoo and feeding the animals that he saw is an understandable way to
reinforce helping those animals.
Before the Covid Pandemic we hosted
a Family Fun Day that centered
around our Bengal tigers’ birthdays.
That was always a major event in
terms of time and effort but provided a
great family experience at the Zoo. It
didn’t make us a lot of money but was
fun for all. We have been unable to
host the Fun Day since Covid
because of the crowd sizes that are
attracted.

Our recent Plant Sale on Saturday,
March 19, 2022, was a big success for
FOZ and the vendors. Those in
attendance got some unusual plants,
many of which were a bargain. It was
such a success that our next Plant
Sale will be on October 15, 2022.
Mark your calendars for good plant
purchases for Christmas.Another major fundraiser has been

our annual Plant Sale. It came back
with a roar during the waning days of
the Pandemic last year, spearheaded
by our “Plant guy” Mike Newman.
Mike has been able to increase the
number of vendors. Both ourselves
and the vendors were so pleased with
the event that we plan on a second
plant sale in 2022!
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Our third method of raising funds is via the Zoo Gift Shop. If you haven’t been
back to the gift shop, you’re missing out. There is a much wider array of plush
animals and toys in all price ranges than at our former gift shop. And it is air-
conditioned (a major complaint about our old gift shop.) The gift shop also
sells Adoption Packets for many zoo animals. The virtual adoptions help us
help the zoo. They are a great gift for animal lovers of all ages.

Our final method of raising funds is through memberships in FOZ.  Each 
January those memberships expire, and renewal is requested.  So, there is a 
flurry of activity early in the year, then fundraising settles down to a slower 
pace.

We all hope that you have been enjoying our newly renovated zoo and that you 
will contribute to our zoo in as many ways as you find convenient.
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A couple of young ambitious 
future zookeepers sitting on the 
zoo alligator bench.  They 
made their vests out of brown 
paper bags and their binoculars 
from TP rolls. 
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Zoo Gardens
Mike Newman

Blooming good time at the zoo

Wow, what a time to walk around the zoo looking at the gardens in bloom..
How can you miss the Red Jade Vine and the Heliconias. Look for the
bromeliads at the edge of the parking lot as you enter and if you look to your
right as you cross the parking lot you will see the orange passion vine blooming
on the chain-link fence. See if you can spot orchids, anthuriums, giant pink
shell gingers and many others.

Breaking Ground for the 
new Ginger garden
Last month our team of six husky,
retiree, garden volunteers started
clearing a huge area of Cane Grass,
behind some palms across from the
red jade vine, to make way for a new
collection of ginger plants.

Butterfly gingers come in many sizes
and colors. The familiar white and
yellow varieties that grow along the
roadside are well known but other
varieties have bloom stalks 8 ft tall,
and some can be less than 12 inches.
There are many shades of white,
orange and peach flowers and a
variety of foliage colors.

There are many variety of gingers.
Some grow directly in the ground
while others are epiphytic and grow in
trees.

Torch gingers range in
color from white, red,
pink, or a combination.
Some bloom heads are
three or four feet tall
while others grow on
shorter stems or even
put their blooms out
directly on the ground.
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Shell gingers have a wide range of  blooms, some hanging from stalks with 
small blooms to the giant shell gingers with upright pink or white blooms.  

Beehive gingers are fascinating with their round bloom heads of different colors.

Spiral Gingers, or Costus, also have a 
wide range of blooms and plant sizes. 

As the ginger garden is developed,
we will feature individual plants as
they arrive.

Stay tuned for other exciting
landscaping projects being discussed.

The exciting news is that
Friends of the Zoo will soon
have their own shade house in
the nursery area at the back of
the zoo to propagate and store
donated plants ready for the
next sale. The shade house
should be ready for use by the
end of June.
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Thanks for all you do!
Eric Guttormsen

A couple weeks ago I was at the zoo with a few of my best volunteers. This is
the first time we have been together since before covid and the ADA
construction at the zoo. We were catching up with each other while we
prepped orchids for mounting on trees.

Blooming or not, I never lose interest
in seeing these remarkable plants
residing happily and non-parasitically
on their bigger cousins ( trees ).

It’s so much fun to get together with
friends and play with orchids. One of
my regular volunteers comes primarily
to see that I take a break and eat
during my playtime! That's why, while

playing with orchids and talking
story with my friends, I was a little
taken aback a couple weeks ago
when I heard from over my
shoulder, "Thank you for all you
do”. It was a woman pushing a
baby stroller with her one-year-old
visiting the zoo.

Orchids have been a pastime that
occasionally "morphs" into an
obsession. So much so that I'm
now organizing orchid tours to
Southeast Asia. With some luck I
will be going to Thailand in 2023 to
help place orchids back into the
environment where they evolved
originally but have since almost
disappeared. I have really enjoyed
doing this in the past in the
mountains of northern Thailand.
Working with some of the various
local tribal folk while in the
company of Thai friends that were
fairly fluent in English and the local
dialects.

Enjoy the orchids!
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Pat Engelhard – President
Jean Jasina – Vice President
Pam Mizuno– Secretary
Nancy Crawford – Treasurer
Lea Kaneta-Ogata - Membership
Barbara Thomason – Enrichment
Dolores Coulson – Newsletter
Mike Newman – Plants
Joy Katada – Board Member
Faith Elarionoff – Board Member
Marlene Medeiros – Board Member
Evelyn Burnett – Board Member
Shey Kravas – Board Member

Board of Directors
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2022 Calendar
Pana’ewa Zoo and Gift Shop  

Open everyday
10 am - 3 pm

Board Meetings
Wednesday, June 8th
Wednesday,  July 13th
Saturday,  August 13th

11 am – 12 pm

Friends of the Zoo Plant Sale
At the Pana’ewa Equestrian Center

Saturday, October 15th
8 am – 2 pm


