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This spring we had a special group of 
kids come to the Pana’ewa zoo.  They 
were the first and fifth graders from the 
Keaukaha Elementary School lead by Mia 
Pereira and several chaperones.  Each 
year the  Keaukaha Elementary School 
students participate in a malama project 
with their class; a project designed by the 
class. The project should illustrate 
malama, one of the schools core values. 
This year the fifth graders decided to 
malama the first graders with a field trip. 
After doing a little research they decided 
that the Pana’ewa zoo would be a fun 
place to go. Once the decision was made 
they  went  to  the  zoo website, saw the 

symbolic animal adoption packages, and 
realized that adopting an animal is another 
way of putting malama into practice in the 
real world.  
 
At that point it was decided that they 
should raise the money to buy one of the 
deluxe animal adoption packages, which 
cost $50, or about $1 per person. They 
were so effective they ended up raising 
$150, allowing them to obtain 3 deluxe 
animal adoption packages: Tzatziki (white 
Bengal tiger), Sriracha (orange Bengal 
tiger), and the lemurs (Tom, Dick and 
Harriet). 

Continued on Page 2 
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When they arrived at the zoo they 
received self-guided tour pamphlets and 
their special map to help guide them 
around the zoo.  The kids were all pretty 
excited when they visited the tigers, who 
came over to them to say hello.  Our tigers 
are very friendly especially if you speak to 
them very gently, you might even hear 
them purr.  They enjoyed all the animals, 
some of which they had never seen 
before.  After they finished the trip around  

Keaukaha	School	Visits	the	Zoo		/cont.	
the zoo they had lunch in the pavilion and 
enjoyed the playground. 
 
The students saw the value of malama 
displayed in various ways at the zoo, as 
zookeepers and other workers took care of 
the animals and cleaned their cages.  A 
couple of the kids even noticed how clean 
the zoo is.   They want to thank everyone 
with a great big “MAHALO for letting us 
have a fun day at the zoo”. 

	
Farewell	to	Shirley	and	Betsy	

After many years of service on the zoo 
board and the enrichment program, we are 
saying Aloha Nui Loa to Shirley Howard 
(our face on Facebook) and Betsy Del 
Sarto.  Both cared very deeply about the 
welfare of the animals and it always 
showed.  Not only will their friends at the 
zoo miss them but also the animals.   
Mele, the zoo’s miniature horse, which 
Betsy would always take for a walk so she 
could feed on some fresh grass is going to 
be sad. And Kristina, will miss Shirley.  She 
helped raise Kristina when she was born 
and bottle fed her.  

We wish the ladies all the best in their 
moves back to the mainland where they 
will reunite with family, friends and the 
biggest draw of all, the grandkids. 

Above	 right:	 Shirley	 (left)	 and	 Betsy	 at	
their	going	away	luncheon.		Below	right:		
the	two	ladies	with	Mele	and	Kristina.		

Mahalo Nui Loa 
Aloha Nui 
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Summer is around the corner and things 
are definitely warming up around here.  
Our alligators and snake have their 
appetites back and are having regular 
meals.  Alligator feeding is daily at 
approximately 1:30 pm when the keepers 
alternate days for feeding Lilo and Stitch.  
Jake the snake is currently having his meal 
about once every 2 to 3 weeks.   
  
If you haven’t visited our Petting Zoo Barn 
lately, you must find the time to come for a 
visit!  As I mentioned in the last newsletter, 
we have a new Flemish Giant rabbit 
named Renée who is sharing bunny 
petting duty with Charlie.  She is so sweet 
and calm and loves all the attention and 
petting as she patiently waits for visitors in 
her red table top box.   

What’s	new	at	the	zoo	
Pam Mizuno - Director 

Our new petting zoo duck house has been 
completed and four little Call Ducklings are 
waddling and swimming in their new 
home.  They still need lots of handling and 
TLC which the Enrichment Team is 
working on, but we’re hoping to have them 
ready for their debut in a few weeks.   

Renée our Flemish Giant rabbit. 

Our new Call ducklings 

Join us for Tiger Fun Day on June 29th to celebrate Sriracha’s and Tzatziki’s fourth 
birthday!  Our youngsters have sure grown up into magnificent adults.  See page 4.	



 
T 
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Tiger	 Fun	Day	 is	 just	 around	 the	 corner,	 so	mark	 your	 calendar	now	and	
help	 us	 celebrate	 Sriracha’s	 and	 Tzatziki’s	 4th	 Birthday.	 The	 tigers	will	 be	
getting	a	special	treat	and	you	don’t	want	to	miss	it.				

Sriracha	&	Tzatziki	
4th	Birthday!	

Help	us	Celebrate	
	

Sriracha	&	Tzatziki	
get	their	

Birthday	Treat	
at	

9:30	am	
Check	out	the	great	artwork	made	by	the	zoo	animals	this	year	and	stop	by	
the	 ‘Alalā	 tent	 to	 learn	 all	 about	 the	 Hawaiian	 Crow.	 There	 will	 also	 be	
food,	 refreshments,	 games	 (Duck	 Pond,	 Fishing	 Games	 and	 Wheel	 of	
Fortune),	Zoo	Passports	and	Face	Painting.		
	
Don’t	forget	to	stick	around	after	the	Tiger	Fun	Day	for	the	petting	zoo.		

 Time: 9:00 am – 1:30 pm 

June 
29th 

Credit:	Stanley	&	Mary	Elrich			



June	2019	 5	

Annual Plant Sale at the Zoo 

The zoo held another very successful plant sale last May. The weather was gorgeous, 
with blue skies, sunshine and some wind for a short period which kept things cool. 
Many types of plants were available, such as orchids, taro, podocarpus, moss rose, fruit 
trees, ferns, palms of all types, olive and Vireya trees, and many types of aquatic 
species.   Patrons walked away with smiles on their faces.   
 
The Hawaii Island Palm Society was there to explain about the palms and answered 
any questions which visitors might have had. They’re very helpful and friendly people 
who love palm trees of any shape or size and love talking about them. 

A	successful,	new	feature	at	this	year’s	plant	sale	day	was	the	sale	of			
artwork	by	our	animals.		See	Page	6	
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Tomo and Leia, our capuchin 
monkeys also tried their hand 
at painting. Just look at those 
brush strokes! These two pieces of art were created by the Bengal tigers, 

Tzatziki and Sriracha, who wanted to try their paws at  
some painting. 

Linda Cava -  Zoo Keeper 

The idea of having the animals paint 
pictures had been suggested by our animal 
keepers, Karrie Larrabure and Danielle 
Bates. It is behaviorally enriching for the 
animals - and their caretakers - and has 
had benefits at other zoo facilities. It can 
also help raise funds, as we found on our 
annual Plant Sale day. The sale of these 
paintings will help the Friends of the Zoo in 
their endeavor to build new enclosures, buy 
toys and special food items for the animals, 
and even to purchase new animals to come 
live in our zoo.   
 
The tiger trainers, Linda Cava and Kyle 
Arakaki, have trained the tigers to stand up 
against their enclosure fence for the 
purpose of blood draws and vaccinations. 
In April, they took advantage of this posture 
to get paint onto the tigers’ paws;  

suitably placed canvasses then allow the 
tigers the opportunity to create colorful 
artworks. 
They really seem to enjoy the activity. 
Sriracha l ikes the color pink and 
sometimes rolls in it more than she paints.  
When it looked as if this was working well 
for the tigers, the keepers decided to 
engage other animals - like our emu, Bling, 
the Capuchin monkeys, our donkey, Keiki, 
the goats and the lemurs - in this enriching 
experience. Results so far have been 
encouraging, and animal painting will 
continue as time allows.  
 
We will have a display and paintings for 
sale on Tiger Fun Day, Saturday, June 29, 
2019. Please join us and help us raise 
money for the zoo. 
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President’s Message 
Pat Engelhard 

On May 5, 2019, Palikuokane Naeole-
Wong, a fifth grader from Kamehameha 
Schools, completed the final leg of his 
research project on the ‘Alalā , a Corvid/
Crow species found only on Hawaii Island.  
He did this by bringing his mother,  
M. Kahealani Naeole-Wong and an “aunty” 
to the Pana`ewa Rainforest Zoo and 
Gardens, together with a beautiful, large 
picture of the ‘Alalā on a board containing 
information about this critically endangered 
bird.  He also brought a big tub of 
individually packaged crackers and a giant 
sized portion of courage.  That one day, 
Paliku raised $258.00 to present to Friends 
of the Zoo to go toward the construction of 
the ‘Alalā  Aviary at the Zoo.  I had the 
privilege of watching him in action.  He 
approached a couple who had arrived on a 
tour bus. Paliku was armed with the 
cracker package which he presented to 
them before asking if they would be willing 
to donate towards the ‘Alalā  Aviary.  He 
talked briefly about our nearly extinct 
Hawaiian Crow and came back with $5 to 
place in the donation can.  He repeated 
this for several hours during the heat of the 
day. 
  
Most of us can remember having to 
participate in fund raising projects for clubs 
and organizations over the years, but as a 
child, those money-making events, such as 
Girl Scout cookies and sweet bread sales 
involved family friends and people we 
knew.  Many times our parents asked their 
friends to buy the product on our behalf.  
But this 10 year old salesman-in-the-
making was boldly approaching total 
strangers to ask for help for an obscure 
bird most of them never knew existed 

before and would probably never hear of 
again.  And he was able to raise a 
substantial amount of money to provide a 
home for two of these birds.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

Kudos to Paliku ! 
When our aviary is completed, it will be 
the only place in the world that one can go 
on any given day to see the ‘Alalā.  The 
San Diego Zoo’s Bird Sanctuary at 
Keauhou, where the ‘Alalā  are raised 
before their release into the wilds of a 
semi protected, private area in up country 
Volcano and Kulani, allows visitors, but, 
on only one day of the year.  And only 80 
persons are welcomed to view their efforts 
to raise these ‘Alalā  and other 
endangered Hawaiian birds.  So Hilo’s 
own Pana`ewa Rainforest Zoo and 
Gardens will be host to two individuals of 
one of most endangered species on Earth.  
The Friends of the Zoo would love to 
welcome others like Paliku who will join us 
in this endeavor.  Mahalo Nui Loa to you, 
Paliku, for providing inspiration to us all ! 
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We are happy and excited to announce 
the upcoming arrival of ‘alalā to our zoo, 
and we need your help!  ‘Alalā are the 
most endangered Hawaiian bird alive 
today. Historically, ʻAlalā were found 
throughout a significant portion of the 
island. They ranged from the South Kohala 
district, through Kona and Kaʻū, and up to 
the edge of the Puna district. They lived in 
dry to semi-dry forests between 1,000 ft 
elevation up to about 8,200 ft elevation.  
Unlike most crows, ‘Alalā did not adapt 
well to human presence, and their 
numbers plummeted to fewer than 20 live 
individuals. However, thanks to the efforts 
of Keauhou and Maui Bird Conservation 
Centers, and the San Diego Zoo Global, In 
partnership with the Hawai‘i Dept. of Land 
& Natural Resources, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and others, they now 
number more than 125.  
 
‘Alalā have been released back into the 
wild, into a remote forest location on the 
Big Island. It is important for residents and 
visitors to learn more about our native 
crow,  so the plan is for two mature birds to 
be housed at the zoo.  These individuals 
do not know how to care for themselves in 
the wild and are too old for breeding. 
 

	

Fundraising	for	an	Aviary	

Friends	of	the	Pana’ewa	Zoo		
are	raising	money	to	build	an	aviary	for	their	‘Alalā	

	

The	‘Alalā	aviary	cost	is	~$138,000	
	

Please	help	us	raise	the	necessary	funds	to	give	these	unique	birds	a	place	to	live.	

Donate Now 

The endemic and endangered Hawaiian crow 
once considered to be extinct in the wild, have 
been reintroduced to native Hawaiian forest. 

The first step is to construct a new aviary 
building where the ‘alalā will live. 
Sometime in the hopefully not too distant 
future, two ‘alalā will live at the Pana’ewa 
Rainforest Zoo and Gardens!  
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FOZ Board of Directors 
 

   Pat Engelhard – President 
   Betsy Del Sarto - Vice President 
   Betsy Duerr – Secretary 
   Joy Katada – Treasurer 
   Nina Bremer – Publicity 
   Dolores Coulson – Newsletter, Adoptions 
   Shirley Howard – Facebook 
   Beth Dean – Membership 
   Barbara Thomason 
   Lisa Nelms  
   Jean Jasina 
   Shey Kravas 
   Marlene Medeiros 
   Candace Bautista 
    
 Zoo Director 
      Pam Mizuno 

Your continued support helps enhance 
the animals’ lives, from treats and toys to 
medical expenses.  It also helps to make 
your experience at the zoo more 
pleasant. 
 
Whether you are renewing your 
membership or would like to join, it’s 
easy and fast. Just follow the link below, 
fill out the form and mail it in. 
 

  Membership Form 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 
~    Calendar 2019 

 
Benefit Book Fair  
   Saturday, June 2nd, 2018 
   10:00 am – 3:00 pm  
 
Tiger Fun Day 
   Saturday, June 29th 

      9:00 am – 1:30 pm 
 

Christmas at the Zoo 
  Saturday, December 7th 

       9:00 a, - 11:00 am 
 

FOZ Board Meetings  
    Monday, June 17 
    Monday, July 15 
    Saturday, August 17 (General) 
 

All Board Meetings start at 11:00 am 

Symbolic 
 Animal Adoptions 

 
The perfect gift for someone who has 
everything and loves animals, or   for 
your kids, friends, wife, husband for 
birthdays, holidays and just because 
you care.  A Symbolic Animal Adoption   
Is the perfect way to say you care. 
 
Your	donations help enhance and create 
new habitat, provide treats, toys, 
veterinary services and medication, 
procure supplies, upgrade enclosures, 
fund small exhibits, and enrich the 
animals’ experience. 
 
Check them out! Just follow the link to 
our web page and choose your animal. 
http://www.hilozoo.org/adoptions.html	
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Memberships 
New and Renewal   


