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Construction at the zoo is steadily moving along. It seems never ending as they jump
from one section to another converting grassy landscaped yard into concrete sidewalks,
ramps, and pads for picnic tables. There will definitely be a ton of work and replanting to
do to get the zoo back to the rainforest garden setting that it once was. Hopefully, we will
be able to safely reopen the zoo in early Spring.

Luckily, many plants and
orchids are still thriving
despite the daily ground
shaking of the construction!
It always puts a smile on my
face to get a glimpse of a
beautiful orchid, vireya,
bromeliad or other exotic
flower in full display despite
all the noise and chaos!!

The two resident Pueo were put to work during the week before Thanksgiving. They
helped University of Hawaii researchers test solar powered GPS tracking device
prototypes. Both Owls were fitted with several different harnesses and devices to
determine the best fit. I think they really enjoyed having the extra attention!

Now for the biggest news and best thing that
has happened here in recent months. Our
Two-toed Sloths, Akala and Sid, provided us
with the newest addition to the zoo!!! On
Sunday, November 8, 2020, Akala gave birth
to a furry brown bundle of cuteness! That
weekend was the first time in weeks there
was no construction for two consecutive
days. She must have been waiting for a
period of quiet, calm and peace to get the job
done. I can’t say I blame her as my favorite
time of the day is 3:30 pm after the
construction workers leave!

http://hilozoo.org/
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Last, but not least…Tzatziki & Sriracha have been soaking up the good weather and at 
this point are more used to the construction commotion than the staff!  They seem to be 
handling it all with big yawns, long stretches and lots of naps!!

Wishing for a Christmas that is Merry & Bright and filled with promises for ringing in a 
New Year that will bring good health and happiness to all!

Pam Mizuno - Zoo Director
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Our Enrichment Team members are enjoying being back with the animals that inhabit
our zoo. Not only do they provide additional eyes to notify the Zoo Staff if something is
wrong, but they give the animals exercise outside their usual habitats and interesting
plants to nibble on. Some take the pygmy goats for a walk or watch them while they
wander around, grazing on everything in sight in a small pasture near the Petting Zoo.

Others work with the Petting Zoo animals, cleaning up after the Guinea Pigs, the
Chinchillas, the ducks, the miniature chickens and the rabbit. Still others work with our
miniature pigs, which will make their debut when the Petting Zoo is open to the public
again. Some walk our miniature horses. And one or two of them can handle our large
Zebu steer, Jellybean.

Pygmy Goats and Wall Sheep Volunteer with goats Kristina and Herbie

Above: Jellybean, Right: Volunteer with our 
two miniature horses, Mele and Mokihana.
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On the days assigned, this cadre of 15 volunteers assure that at least some of the
animals have fun outside their enclosures and bring special food like ti (their favorite)
and other edible leaves from home. The birds get just a few macadamia nuts, almonds
and banana chips. Romeo, Swanee Black Swan and Bling Emu love peas. And Bling
loves to put her head on the shoulder of her team members in a loving hug!

Several volunteers can handle the birds, like Kala, the Eclectus, Romeo, our Moluccan
Cockatoo, or Rowdy, our Hyacinth Macaw. These lucky birds are allowed to leave their
cages on tethers, with their equally lucky handlers.

Kala and Volunteer Bird Handler

Rowdy and Volunteer Bird Handlers

Romeo, Moluccan Cockatoo

Swanee Black Swan Volunteer and Bling Emu
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On my Enrichment day, I start by saying hello to the
horses. They are a little chubby right now so, although
they are always hopeful, they aren’t being given treats.
Next, I give Jellybean Apple Berries, which are
compressed alfalfa and Timothy grass with apple and
cranberry juice. They smell so good!

In addition to those who enrich the lives of the animals there are two men who care for
the plantings within the zoo, attaching ferns, propagating new stock for the future and
being the green thumbs of the group.

Then Tango Goat and Cookie Sheep get a few thin apple and carrot slices. Bling gets a
serving of peas, after I have saved some for Romeo and Swanee. The miniature pigs,
which are in with Glory, the Potbellied Pig, get Apple Berries, apples and carrots.

Minnie and Mr. Pinkie,
Miniature Juliana Pigs

Cookie, Dall Sheep

Tango, African Pygmy Goat
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Then it’s on to the Yellow Crested Amazons. The two males will eat almonds or
macadamias, but the female has particular tastes. Only macs for her! The next birds to
be treated are the Indian Ring-necked Parakeets, the Eclectus Parrots, the Citron
Crested Cockatoo, and, finally, Rowdy Macaw. Rowdy says “mac nuts” but he really
only wants banana chips from me.

We are all looking forward to the day when our Zoo will open to the public again. But
until then, the animals are getting their exercise and so are the outstanding members of
the Enrichment Team.

Then, if construction doesn’t stop me, I walk toward the front entrance where Swanee
gets her peas and competes with the koi for fish food in the pond. Lastly, Max Macaw
says “Have a Cookie” in exchange for banana chips.

Amazon Parrots Max, Catalina Macaw

Indian Ring-Necked Parakeets Citron-crested  Cockatoos
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Christmas at the Zoo

This year, just like every year, Christmas for the animals was celebrated at the 
Pana’ewa Zoo.  Although the public was not present, the animals still got their special 
treats and presents. Thanks to the Friends of the Zoo enrichment team, board 
members, and several staff members, all the animals got treats, starting with the tigers, 
then the primates, the birds and ending with the animals in the petting zoo.

Below are Tzatziki 
and Sriracha sniffing 
out the Pumpkins and 
taking them away to 
chew on. 

Above: Spider monkeys finding their 
Christmas presents and treats 
throughout their enclosure.  
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From left to right; Kinkajou who just got a piece of watermelon, Marmoset waiting for his 
cricket treat and Two-toed sloth and her newborn baby, just woke for their treats.

Our Binturong awaits her treats, while our lemur is snacking on a banana.  Below left
are the volunteers who helped  with the distribution of the food for the animals. Below 
center is Iggi, the turkey vulture, enjoying her fresh eggs, while Bling (emu) is excited to 
see so many volunteers at once.



2021 Calendar
Board Meetings

13 January  
10 February  

10 March
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Pat Engelhard - President

Jean Jasina - Vice President

Arla Meyer - Secretary

Nancy Crawford - Treasurer

Dolores Coulson - Newsletter, 
Adoptions

Beth Dean - Membership

Barbara Thomason - Gift Shop

Mike Newman - Plants

Babette Mohan - Board Member

Shey Kravas - Board Member

Joy Katada - Board Member

Marlene Medeiros - Board Member

Evelyn Burnett - Board Member
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As a nonprofit, we rely upon the
generosity of supporters like you to help
us maintain our status as one of the only
zoos with no entrance fee.

Donations and Symbolic Animal Adoptions
support the Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo
mission to promote the Zoo, educate
visitors, provide for special animal needs,
enhance the lives of the resident
animals, nurture the rainforest
environment of the zoo, and encourage
compassion towards animals.

Donations & Adoptions

DonateAnimal 
Adoption

‘Alalā 
Fundraiser

Board of Directors

Membership New/Renewal

Emeritus
Faith Elarionoff, Nina Bremer

Another way of helping the zoo is through
membership. Become a member of the
Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo or renew your
membership. Your membership includes
the FOZ newsletter and a 10% discount
on all items in the zoo gift shop. You can
choose between becoming a Friend,
Donor, Support or Lifetime Member. All
lifetime members will have a plaque
displayed at the entrance to the Zoo and
membership paid for life. To join or renew
your membership online Click here or if
you wish to send a check, you may
download the membership form.

Zoo Director
Pam Mizuno

Visit us on Facebook.  You can also 
donate on Facebook now.

https://www.hilozoo.org/product/donation-2/
https://www.hilozoo.org/animals-store/
https://www.hilozoo.org/product/alala-fund/
https://www.hilozoo.org/membership/
https://www.hilozoo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/membership-form-for-website-Google-Docs.pdf

