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“Christmas at the Zoo” is a special day for all the animals at
the Pana’ewa Zoo. This is the day when they get special
treats. The monkeys get Christmas boxes which they pick up
and shake. When they realize the boxes rattle - and being
curious monkeys - they tear into the boxes. There they find
treats like peanuts, small boxes of raisins and bananas.
Scattered in their enclosure they also find treats like
watermelon, small pumpkins, sweet potatoes, grapes,
lettuce, apple and carrots.
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Tzatziki went straight for the  
bone and found a nice shady  
spot to settle in for a teeth-
sharpening treat.

Sriracha immediately went for the  
pumpkin and into the water to  
tackle her treat.

The marmoset monkeys got their  
favorite treat, crickets. You can see  
this marmoset crunching down on  
a cricket with great concentration.
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One lemur says to the other one  
“Hmmm, is that better than what I  

have?”

The Kinkajou coming out from his 
nap  to get a treat.

Even mama sloth and baby woke up  
from their nap to have a corn treat.



The new and improved Friends of the
Pana’ewa Zoo website is now updated to
process online credit card donations,
animal adoptions, and memberships.
Save time, save an envelope, save a
check! Go to www.hilozoo.org and click
on the “Support Us” tab to make your
secure donation.

We made another significant update: the
fledgling website is ADA compliant. It has
options for increasing font size, changing
contrast, using keyboard navigation, and
more. FOZ is continuing in efforts to be
more environmentally responsible by  
reducing  paper use. Additionally, less
money spent on postage means more
money available to benefit the zoo
animals in Hilo.

Your membership furthers our goal to enhance the lives of the  
zoo animals and their habitats.

On the website you can see the animal
gallery, learn about upcoming zoo events,
read previous newsletters, plan your next
zoo visit, sign up to support the zoo
through amazonsmile, and find a link to the
zoo Facebook page.

We hope this website update helps make
your continued support of the Pana’ewa
Zoo easier and more pleasant.

If you prefer, you can still donate as you
have in the past. Just download the pdf file,
fill it out and send it to: PO Box 738,
Kea’au, Hawaii 96749. As always, we
appreciate your help!

Mahalo nui

Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo Wish You

Mele Kalikimaka a  
Hauoli Makahiki Hou!

Thank you for your support in 2019

Beth Van Duzer - Membership
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What’s new at the zoo
Pam Mizuno – Zoo Director

So much has happened over the last three months. You have
probably heard the news about our very special addition of a new
baby Two-toed Sloth that was born to our pair Akala and Sid
sometime during the night or early morning between July 25th and
July 26th. The yet unnamed baby has been out in the zoo on
exhibit with its parents since October 20th. If you’re lucky enough
to get the timing right, you may be able to see Akala and baby
eating their midday meal. Sloth babies are so precious! Just look at
these photos and see for yourself.

On November 4th, we received a very special shipment that was made possible
through the help and generosity of FOZ. Christopher Colobus came to us from
Louisiana, and Jerry Anteater came from Alabama. Both animals were from other
zoos and are now happily living with their new companions Spunky Monkey and
PennyAnte.
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Have you purchased a mainland Christmas tree this year? The press release,
below, from the Hawaii Department of Agriculture on November 27, provides
another good reason to BUY LOCAL!

A Hilo resident was transporting a Christmas tree on the rack of his vehicle over the
weekend. When he arrived home, he spotted a large lizard on top of the Christmas
tree. He was able to capture it and reported the animal to the state’s pest hotline,
643- PEST (7378). Plant Quarantine inspectors from the Hawai`i Department of
Agriculture (HDOA) picked up the foot-long lizard Monday morning. Reptile experts at
the Honolulu Zoo and the Pana`ewa Rainforest Zoo have identified the lizard as a
southern alligator lizard.

Above is jerry our 
new anteater, and on 
the left is jerry with 

Penny Ante

Christopher Colobus our new Colobus  monkey
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After remaining dormant for more than
6 years, our Amorphophallus titanium
(Corpse Plant) has come back to life
in the form of 3 young vegetative
leaves. The single leaf looks like a
small palm tree. It will be interesting to
watch how they develop in the coming
weeks, but because these leaves
seem to be young new plants, we
don’t expect to see blooms anytime
soon. It may be a few years before we
have another corpse flower blooming
in the zoo.
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HDOA inspectors have traced the origin of the Christmas tree to a shipment from
Washington State and conducted follow-up inspections of the remaining Christmas trees
from that shipment. No evidence of other alligator lizards was found. Arrangements are
currently being made to allow the Pana`ewa Rainforest Zoo to temporarily safeguard the
lizard under quarantine conditions for educational purposes.

Southern alligator lizards (Elgaria multicarinata) are native to the U.S. and Mexico and
may grow up to two feet in length. Their diet includes various insects, spiders, snails and
other lizards.

What’s New at the Zoo

As you can see from this press
release, our newest addition is a
Southern Alligator Lizard that hitched a
ride on a Northwest Christmas tree
bound for Hawaii! So guess what his
name is? Zookeeper Karrie came up
with the very appropriate name of
Douglas!!! Thank you to our
zookeeper/reptile expert Kyle for his
help in identifying the species and to
Karrie for such a catchy name!



Message from the President

trimmed, for construction work, and for the
purchase of animals. She writes anywhere
from 25 to 40 checks per month, each of
which requires back-up and reconciliation.
Joy reports all of this prior to our monthly
meetings. It isn’t an enviable job. That’s
why I am so happy she has been our
Treasurer for over 3 years.

Joy went to Hilo High School, then became
a stay-at-home mom for a while to her two
children. Joy and her husband, Jon, were
classmates and friends while in high
school. After a few years, they
reconnected. Joy went back to school and
got an AS degree in Accounting while  
Hawaii Community College was part of the  
University of Hawaii at Hilo. Joy and Jon  
married and had a daughter a couple of  
years later. With her Accounting degree  she 
worked as an Account Clerk at HFS  FCU 
then worked at HMSA for a few years.  Joy 
became employed with the Department  of 
Education where she worked as an  Office 
Assistant for three schools over a  period of 
20 plus years. Most of her duties  were in 
accounting, the final and longest

being at Chiefess Kapiolani School. She
retired in 2017 after taking time off before
that to help care for Jon’s parents.

At this point in her life, Joy’s children have
all left the nest but her sweet dog, an
American Bully named Gabby, is a great joy
to her. So her life beyond taking care of
FOZ accounting chores consists of helping
her husband with his taxidermy business,
enjoying her family and Gabby, and
volunteering with the Enrichment Team
as they go around the Zoo on
Wednesdays. Look for Joy and the other  
members of Enrichment if you are ever at
the Zoo on Wednesdays from 12:00 to  
1:30 or so.

Joy enjoying a visit with Bling
our one-and-a-half-year emu, on
enrichment day at the zoo

- PatEngelhard

This month I am continuing with my short  
biographies  about  the interesting  lives that
our Friends of the Zoo Board members  
have led. And this month’s lucky, but very  
reluctant, subject  is Joy Katada,  our The
Treasurer. Treasurer’s job is one of
the most time consuming on the Board,  
keeping track of donations, membership  
fees, and Gift Shop sales. She also pays  
the bills for the gift shop, for purchases by  
our volunteers, for the food for the  
volunteers who keep the trees and shrubs
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There are many ways for you to help our little zoo, through monetary donations,
membership, adoptions, the Alala Fund, volunteer work and even while you are shopping at
Amazon. Simply log on to Amazon at https://smile.amazon.com/, type in Friends of the
Pana’ewa Zoo as the organization you would like to support and go shopping. Amazon will
remember your selection; however, in order for FOZ to receive a donation as a result of your
purchase, you will need to log in at smile.amazon.com each time you shop.

‘Alalā Fund Donations

Do you shop on Amazon? Support us through your purchases using Amazon Smile. This
program donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a charity of your choice. All
you need to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. The donation will be made at no
extra cost to you and you can choose to donate to Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo. Click the logo
to get started.

Membership
New/Renew

Adoptions Volunteer

Benches

How Can I Help the Pana’ewa Zoo?

https://www.hilozoo.org/membership-new/
https://www.hilozoo.org/membership-new/
https://www.hilozoo.org/animals-store/
https://www.hilozoo.org/product/sponsor-a-bench/


Pat Engelhard - President  
Jean Jasina - Vice President  

Arla Meyer– Secretary
Joy Katada – Treasurer
Nina Bremer – Publicity

Dolores Coulson – Newsletter,Adoptions
Shirley Howard – Facebook
Beth Dean – Membership

BarbaraThomason  
Lisa Nelms  
Shey Kravas

MarleneMedeiros
Candace Bautista

Zoo Director
Pam Mizuno

Calendar
Pana’ewa Rodeo Stampede

February 15th-17th  

10:00 am – 4:00pm

Pana’ewa Zoo Plant Sale
May 9th

8 am – 2 pm

FOZ Board Meetings  
Wednesday, January 8th  

Wednesday, February 12th
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